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CHAIRMANS REVIEW 2009 e
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Every day in Kitale town more children arrive.

In Trans Nzoia District an estimated 25,000
children are orphaned each year because of
AIDS. Children flee their homes escaping
abject poverty, political and ethnic violence,
hunger and abuse.
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Arriving alone in the town they have
to fend for themselves and have no
responsible adult guidance. They join the
many children already on the streets who
live a precarious life; etching a living and
surviving day to day.

True, there is food in the dustbins,
odd jobs can bring in a meal,
but the streets are a dangerous
place. Abuse of all forms is
regular, ‘sniffing’ glue and other
solvents is the norm.
Children quickly adapt but
that means joining the culture
and accepting the abuse.

The glue sellers ply their
trade, protection often
requires favours. Nothing can
be taken for granted,

no one is spared.

NPYT reach out to these children,
attempt early intervention and offer
them a safe haven; time and space
to objectively look at their situation,
receive adult guidance and direction,
and make informed choices that can
positively transform their lives.

No child should have to
sleep on the streets for lack
of an alternative.
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ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS, 2009

Outreach: 833 children reached, 78 new street arrivals identified.

Rescue Centre: 78 new street arrivals offered safe accommodation, 296
vulnerable children given temporary shelter, the remainder identified on the
streets, or referred by police or Children’s Office. 111 reunited with their
families, 4 referred to long stay homes.

Long Stay Residential Care: 61 children receiving long term care, 3 in
preschool remedial, 6 in Nursery, 52 in primary school. Over 66,000 meals
prepared, 5 tonnes of maize grown.

Further Education: 10 disadvantaged youth graduate from our Vocational
Training Unit, 4 youth in Secondary School

Vulnerable Children/Community Access to Health Care: 4,878 medical
interventions. Children account for 3,594 and 1,284 adults. Just over 50%
are female.

Community: Over 4,000 children vaccinated against measles. Community
Hall used by 13 different non profit groups. Total of 76 meetings with over
2,800 participants.

Capacity Building: All staff have
attended workshops in Child
Participation. Managers participated
in Counselling workshops.

. Networking: The Trans Nzoia

, Children’s Services Network

e - (TRACSEN) has strengthened and

consolidated it's position to become

) a strong voice in providing for and

| ensuring children’s rights in the

l District.

: HIV/AIDS Voluntary Counselling,
Testing and awareness (in
partnership with the National AIDS

Control Council): 1,616 adults attend
#;" awareness programmes, 50 school
7 children made aware and engaged in
peer to peer awareness. 292 adults
and youth, and 18 under 15’s have
been voluntarily tested and received
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'L\ counselling (VCT).
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TOMORROW'S WORLD

In 2010 NPYT have great plans and much optimism. Generally the worst
fears of the recession have receded and where a year ago potential partners
would just say sorry, now there are expressions of interest.

With this optimism of reaching our budget for the first time in many years, we
are looking to make substantial inroads into securing children’s rights; not
only in the homes but also on the streets. To facilitate this we are planning
the following:

ON THE STREETS: :
m Formalise our outreach programme and get a base m do

S

ntown Kitale

m  Work with street children to better understand why nf*jc ,_,' society

spurns them and work to overcome this discrimination.

B Increase the understanding amongst the kids that they ﬁ- 1tr
health and cleanliness.
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AT THE PROJECTS: g

B Encourage a mentor scheme where children who enter the project have
someone they can talk to from day one and to befriend the child’s family.and
community, to iron out any differences thus facilitating successful
reunification.

.

m Social workers to concentrate their efforts on the children in the prole’c\\
leaving the outreach to a different dedicated team. \

] Increase the ava|lable places at the long stay home to 70.ch|Idren " -
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